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Iotroduetlon

The decade of the 1970e wl.tnessed au unu8ually rapld growth in the

nrnber of householde and a marked shtft ln household composition'

Between 1970 aud 1980,16.8 nlLlloa houeeholds were added to the

atoek, conpared wLth net addltloue of about 10.6 nllllon ln each of

the prevLous two deeadee. t{lth the 'arrival" of the baby-boon genera-

tlon into the prlne househoLd formation age grouPs' the strong grolrth

ln the nulber of householde was eatlrely expected; the large ewing ln

growth rates and ln the dletrlbutlon of household types, however' Irere

Dot. Thls paper thus ataLyzee the causes of the instabillty ln house-

hold growth over the past decade, eramlnes regional varLatlons in

these treude, aod provides alternatlve proJectloas of the number of

houeeholds that wtll ltkely forn Ln the 1980s.

Natlonal Trende: 1950-1980

Lt sas clear ln the late 1960s that the aglng of the baby-boon

generatlon (cohorts born between 1945 and t962) wouLd mean slgnlficant

grosth La the number of houeeholds. In the early 1970s, the U'S'

Bureau of the Ceogus estluated that between 1.3 and 1.4 nlllion nelt

hougeholde would forn over the decade, an lncrease of 30 to 40 Percent

over groyth la the prevloue 10 y"""".1 tlhat forecaetere fatled to

aotlclpate, hmever, g'a6 that the fractloo of unnarried adults who

bead tbetr own households would aleo rlse drarnatLcally. Wtren the

trend tward r181ng headshlp rate3 had become obvlous ln- 1975, the

Ceoeue Bureau lsaued a new set of proJeetlous, wlth the 'medlun"

assumptlons tuplying a grorth of about 1.5 ulllloo new houeeholde per
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year for the renalnder of the L97Oe.2 In :r.g7g, the

revLeed lte nedlun forecaet of household grgwth for

1.6-1.7 ulllioo anuuaUY.3

As Flgure I 111ustrate8, tf the treqd tosard rlelng headsttlp were

to perslat, household growth ln the 19804 sould thus surpass elteo that

la the 1970s. Indeed, soue forecasters have predicted an lnctease of

2.0 nllllon or Dore new houeeholds annually over the current decade'

But how justlfied are theee proJeetlons of houeehold for:rnatlon rates?

A good place to beglu anawering thl.e questloo ls to lden]cify the

growth ln four epeclflc houeehold tyPeE: those headed by married

couples, by lodlvlduale vho live alooe, by unmarrled women that con-

taln two or Eore people, and by unnarrled men that contaln ft least

one other uember. The statigtlcs ln Table 1 ehow that narried couples

headed aluoet 80 percent of all hougeholds ln 1950 and almost 65

percent of new householde added over the decade. Slnce 1960' powever'

the share of household growth that nerrled-couple heads accpunt for

has falleu precLpltouely: by the 1970s, the decade of largest total

houeehold growth ln hlgtory, narried couples headed only 28 pdrcent of

new households whlle sl.ugle Peraons headed 42 percent. Eusland-wife

householdo thus lacreaeed only 10.5 Percent

eingle-pereoa houeeholda grew at 63.5 perceut.

over the f970b, while

The dlstributLons of household tyPee ehown ln Flgure 2 reafflrn
-J g--

these treods. By 1980, marrled eouplee accouoted for only 60 Percent

of all householde, aad thelr share hae contlnued to fall rapldly' The

Censue Bureau nooethelesE proJecta a resurgeoce ln oarrLe[ couple

houeeholda durlng the 1980e, a clear break frou the trende of the I'ate

Burealu agaln

1960e and 1970e.



FIGURE 1

Annual Increase in Number of Households by Type:
1950-1980 Observed and 1980-1990 Projected
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TABI.E I

Ilouseholds by Type, 1950 to 1980

Number of Households Change Over Decade-co--iffi .

-.+- L6,796
IO0. 0

4 ,639,
27.6

7,O76
42.L

2,853
17 .0

2 2,229
3 13.3

Source: Census of Population and Households, 1950-1980, various tables. Because this
particul-ar breakdown of-households relles on sample censua data, itotal house-

.---- _191d counta are therefore_ slight1y dlffereut from the 100. percenJ co.:nt totlIs.,.
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TOTAL HOUSETTOLDS 42,394 53,024 63,638 80,434 10,630 I
Percent of Total 1O0.O 1O0.O 100.0 100.0 100-0

I'IARRIED COUPLE

HOUSEHOLDS 32,805 39 ,602 44,003 48,642 6,'197
Percent of Total 77.4 14.7 69.1 60.5 63.8

SINGI,E PERSON

HOUSEHOIDS 3,971 7.065 11,146 18,2:2 3,094
Percent of Total 9.4 I3.3 I7.5 22.7 29-O

^hrtqnUrn&ta f Lr.l'Ur.r
HOUSEHOLD HEADS 3.428 4 ,z]-g 5 ,469 8,32'-: 79I
Percent of Total 8.1 8.0 8.6 Io.3 7.4

qNTER MALE TIOUSE-

HOLD ttEADS 2.19L 2,L37 3,019 5,248 -51
Percent of Total 5.2 4.0 4.7 6.5 -0.1
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FIGIIRE 2

of Households
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Source: Census oi PopuLation and Households,
various tables.
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Not only have Earrled couple houeebolds decreaeed 1o nnnSer but

they have also dlnintehed 1o glze. In 1980, ouly 50 Perceot of a1L

narrled couplea had chlldren under the age of 18 llvlng wlth then

(down fron 56 percent 1o 1970), and theee fan{ltgs were only 90 Per-

cent of all houeeholde (coopared rlth alnost 39 Perceot ln 1970).

There are several reaeone vhy chlldren are dleappearlog fron nprrled-

couple houeeholds. Flrst, young eouples are waltl.og longer to have

chl.ldrea. Second, today'8 Seaeration of youog parents are]haviag

fewer chlldren: famlllee wlth one chlld are becomlng ever more colmon

whtle those rrlth more than three chlldren are lncreaslngly raqe' The

freedon of ehol.ce offered by modern birth eontrol uethodsr together

wlth a general shift toward lese chlld-orlented llfeetyles, ne$s that

romen born durLng the nld-1950s w111 bear a record-low aumber of chil-

dren. Ir ls llkely that 20 to 25 percent of theee cohorts wil] reoaln

chlldless and that another 25 to 30 PerceDt w111 have only o4e chtld

by the tine thelr chlldbeariag years have ended ln the 1990s.4

The thlrd factor contrlbutlng to the ehrlokage of averagE house-

hold alze ls that the parents of the baby-boom generatlon are lncreas-

tugly iu the *enpty nest" stage of the l|fe cycle. Slnce mo$t enpty

nest houeeholds cootain no oore than tro adulte, the looger guch

households aurvlve, the Dore they reduce the average etze of all

narrled-couple households. It 18 notesorthy that chlldrea arel preeent

for lees and leee of the l1fe course of marrled-couple houbeholda'

rith both the Pre-Pareqt atrd eaPty aeet perlods represeutlEg Sore aod

nore of the total yearB a couple llvee together.
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Flaally, houeehold size la general has shrunk aa more adults

cboose to llve alone. Of the 30 nl.lllon uet growth I'n totaL popula-

tlon over the rge of 15 thl.s paet decade, more than 60 Perceat were.

uoatteched ladlvtduals; never-narrled adults accounted for 40 percent!

dlvorced/separated/spouse abeent for 15 percent, and wldows for 5

percent. In 1970, a total of 19.8 percent of unmarrled Persons over

the age of 15 llved aloae; by 1980, the fraction of unattached adults

rho bead slagle-pereon households roae to 24.4 percent'

The rige ln the nuober of unnarried adulte llvlng aloue ls clear

tn both Fl.gure 3, whlch ehows the trend {n the percent llvlng alone by

aex and oarital status between 1970 aud 1980, and Fl.gure 4, which

coupareE the nuobers of slngl.e-pereon households tn 1980 with those in

aLl other houeehold types by age group. llore unmarried women overaLl

llve alone thao do unmarrled men sinply because a hlgher fractlon of

yomen fall lnto the category wlth the highest rate of solo llvLng'

1..€.s wldows. In all other marl.tal categor|es, a hlgher fraction of

men ll.ve alone prtnartly because wonen are rnore ltkely to have chil-

drea ln thelr households. Since they are younger and tend elther to

llve rtth parents ot rooilmatea, never-trarrled lnillviduals are the

leaet llkeLy of the unattached group to lLve alone.

The longer teru trend ln headshlp rates €rmotrg unmarried men and

nxtnen le docrrmented la Table 2. Befote 1950, headshlp rates grew onLy

among the youuS; after 1950, however, rates for both young and oLd

lndlvlduals ro8e. Although a break aPPearB ln the growth of headehip

rateg anong older unnarrled men betseen 1970 and 1980, lt ehould be

aoted that thlg group represeuts a very snall fractloa of the total

unrmarrled populatloa.
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FIGURE 4

Unmarried Individuals by Age, Sex,
and Household Status, 1980

Not heading a household
Household head with others
Single-person household
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TABLE 2

Proportiog of Unmarried Adults

Heading Their own Households, 1940:1980

19 40 19 50 1960 1970

l

lg8 0 **Age and Sex

Males

20-24
25-29
3o-34
35-44
45-54
55-64
65-7 4

75+

F emales

20-24
25-29
30-34
35-44
45-54
55-64
55-7 4

75+

.0325*

.077 4

.r438

.2495

.3804

.4750

.5050

.4249

.0427 *

.LL92

.2418

.4307

.5546

.5593

.5202

.4085

.04r7*

.0951

.1576

.2564

.37 40

.4492

.4834

.4136

.07 27 *

.L772

.2936

.4355

.5493

.5542

.5242

.4056

.0598 .L22L

.1631 .3262

.2459 .4078

.3354 .4928

.4452 .592r

.5137 .6503

.5477 .6659

.458r .5550

.L237 .20L7

.3011 .4933

.4283 .5001

.545L .6712

.6150 .7158

.6262 .7361

.5083 .7233

.4668 .5530

. r968

.432s

. s]f 48

.6057

.5q97

.6+08

.6S53

.6324

.26s4

.s985

.7881

.8041

.8!-2s

.8p7s

.8923

.6540

**

Source: Calculated from data contained in Census
varisus tables I L940 to L970i and 1980 Curren
trMarital Status and Living Arrangementsr" P-
"Household and Family Characteristicsr" P-20'

Includes heads under age of 20.

Based on estimates of resident unmarried
adjusted Current Population Survey data
population.

populdtion from
on houdetrol-d

ulation,
atr-on Survey,
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It te clear fron the Censue Bureau projectlone referred to earlier

that forecastlog trends ln the number of houeeholds lnvolvee predlct-

tng the total ounber of peop!,e lq each ege group ellglble to forn

householdg; ho)rt the8e lodlvlduale sort themeelves luto broad eate-

gorl.ee by narltel statuE and chlldren ever boro (whteh are known to

correlate htghly wlth propeaeities to for:n lndependent households);

aod the probabllltles of forning lndependent households, 1.e', head-

ehlp ratea. Ioaccurate proJectloos thus lnply mletakes ln calculating

total populatloo, populatton compoeitl.on, and/or headshlp rates'

lloet household proJectlons nade durl.og the 1970s erred in alL

three Bf€8s. Total proJected populatLon levele I'ere generally too low

because of hlgher than expected foretgn tnntgratLon (both documented

aad undocnmeuted), lower tha0 expected rates of nortallty aoong the

elderly, and hlgher than expected heatlshlp rates among unmarrl-ed

lndlvlduals. Predlctlons of populatlon compositlon were also lncor-

rect because of lower narrlage rates and belos-replacement levels of

chlldbearlng.

It is a mlstake to a8sume that the pattern of change durlng the

1970s w111 autooatlcally contlnue Lnto the 1980s and beyond' there is

good reaeoE to expect, for exampLe, that headshlp rates among un$ar-

rled adulte of all agee w1.11 stoP LncreasLng and nay even declLne in

tbe future. Ilurlng the 1980s, adulta la thelr nid- to late-20s rePre-

seot the t811 end of the baby-boon generatloa. Slnce thelr oLder

al.blLngs have already moved out, thoee who delay marrLage w111 1tkeLy

ftnd lt eaeler to remaLo Ln thelr parenter houeg becauee of the avall-

abtllty of surplua Bpaee. For thoee ln the leadlng edge of the baby

boon ln the late 1970e aad early 1980e, the opposLte was true: the
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preaence of Eauy youBger brothera and slEters created PressPre to

leave the parental hone aB aoon aa poeslble. Throughout the reqalnder

of thls cetrturT, the relatl.ve abaeoce of youag chlldreo and the larger

houelng unite occupled by erpty Dest householda Day eocourage an

lscrease in two-generatlonal houeeholda lade up of both youag

and thel.r parents, and the ulddl,raged and the elderly.

adults

nl.1-

that

If

across

The latest Census Bureau proJectlone of between 1.6 and 1i7

lLon new houeeholdg per year for the decade of the 1980e assu+€

headehlp Levele u111 lncreage at the eaoe rate3 ae ln the 1970e.

the sceuarLo of tyo-geueratl.onal houeeholde actually occurs' hpwever'

the censua proJectloos of oew houeeholde w111 be too hlgh. Before

uaking ftnal Judguent on these predtctloue, though, lt ie usfful to

examine dlfferencee 1o recent treods Ln houeehold growth

regJ.one of the country'

Reelonal Components of Eoueehold Growth: f970-1980

Ilhen focusing on reglonal rather thao aatlonal trendsrl lt ls

Lmportaot to recognLze that tro naJor factors Lnfluence adult popula-

tloo growth and therefore the total nunber of potential hdusehold

heads ln a partlcular age group. The flrst ls the slmple aglng of the

populatloo already llvlag 1o the reglon, 1.e., the ege etructure

factor, aod the second le the chaoge Ln the atze of differentl cohorte

because of aet nlgratloal 1.€., the nl.gratloo factor.5 The agg etruc-

ture factor captures the lmpactg of the baby-boon aod baby-hlrst gen-

eratlona uovi.ng lato the household fornatlon stage, aB weltr aE of

greatet longevLty saong the elderly. The nlgratton factor ie PartLcu-
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larly luportant ln reglonal aaalysla becauee much of the varlabtLlty

La growth ie due to populatlon ehifte.

Eavl.ng detcrnined changes 1o a regloors populatlon base, how the

populatl.oo arralgeo ltself by narltal etatug and presence of chlldren

ctroogly loflucnces hougehold fornatlon, ae do the levele and trends

ln the houeehold headehlp rates of dlfferent faolly nuclei. Unfor-

tunately, the Ceoeue Bureau has oot yet publlshed the data that woul-d

allow ao e8tl&rte of how fantly conposl.tl.oD and headshlp factors con-

trlbuted to houeehol.d trends ln the 1970e. Maklng use of data that

are avallable, thle analysis therefore comblnes the effects of fantly

conposltion aad headshtp changes lnto one broad category called the

houeehold formatloa factor, rrhlch ls the chaage ln number of house-

holds Bot accounted for by the age structure and mlgratLon factors.

For the U.S. aa a nhole ln the 1970e, the age atrueture factor

aceounted for almoet 63 percent of the total lnereaee ln householde'

wlth olgratlon accounting for 17 percent and hlgher ratee of househol-d

fornatloo 20 percent. The age structure factor Ls Bo lmportant both

becauae of the lncrease ln the young adult populatlon Ln the household

fornatlon ages and because of the deLayed -departure'of the e1der1y.6

The nl.gratlon fector ie signl.flcant becauee of a slzable increase over

the decade Ln the nrmber of ulgrants from abroad as well as the redis-

tributlou of unnarrled adulte from reglone of relatively 1ow levele of

iadepeadeot houeehold foroatloo (the North and East) to reglons of

relatlvely hlgh levele of houeehold formatlon (the West).

The overall coatrLbutLou of the household fornatl.on factor oasks

the oppocLte but nearly equal effects of changee 1n marl.tal: atatus and

ln beadshlp t'8te8. The 1980 cenBua reported aa increase of L2.2
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ullllou slngle adulta over the age of 15 above 1970 levela, but only

4.6 ullllon nore adulte ln the dlvorced/eeparated/apouae absent cate-

gory. Becauee the baby-boom generatlon cootrlbuted more to the hever-

'narrLed group (the unnarrlede elth the loreat headehlp ratea) tfran to

the dlvorced group, the net effect on the total strmber of houeeholds

eas therefore negatlve. The decltoing proportlooe of lndtvldoalis .rr.t

narried helped reduce the total nurnber of houeeholde because never-

uarrled meu and womeo ln thelr early 20s nore often llve ln houdeholds

wlth three or more adulta, lncludlng parente or roomateE. Young

marrled-couple householda, tn contrast, uaually contatn onlY two

adults. By etayLng elagle, theu, adulte forued fewer new hou$eholds
I

than lf they had narrted. Exercislag an oppoeite lofluence, rlsing

divorce ratea over the decade teaded to Lncreage headshlp raqes be-

cauee Darry pereons llve aloae lmedlately after seperatlng,. Utgtler

divorce rates, horrever, only partlally offeet the lnpact o[ more

people etaying elogle. 
]

Rlslag headship rates apoag aluost all age and oarital

groups lonetheleeg served to lncrease the total nuober of U.S.

holds over the 1970e. Slnce theee tso opposlng changee ln Farital

Btatus and headshlp rates are combl.oed Ln the household fofnatlon

factorr lt Ls lmportant to underacore that the groes chaogea are

considerably stronger thao the net chaugea ye are able to conpulte.

status

house-

The Age Structure Factor

Aa Flgure 5 llluetratee, there la

the natlonal ayerage 1o nnnber of ser

eluple aglng of the populatloa betweeu

age structure had the leagt inpact ln

llttle regLonal varl.atlpa from

housebolds attrtbutable to the

1970 and 1980. The ch[rnge la

the ltlddle Atlaotl.c etaltes and
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the uoEt 1o the Mouataia states. The naJor !t7 of thoge born $etween

1940 and 1960 (cohorte utro vere tn the prlne houeehold foroatlQa ages

ln the 1970e) thus renalned dlstrlbuted acroag regiona to fairlf cloee

proportloas to the ehare each reglon coutrl.buted to the orlstaaf birth

cohort.T The contrlbutlon of the age structure factor to th+ varl-

atlon Ln total populatlon te due to difference6 ln the relatlfe slze

of the baby boorn iu each reglon aod to the nlgratlon of chlldren (wtth

thelr pareote) a[d of those in the pre-houeehold fomatlo4 stage

(nostly studeote and thoee [n thelr early 20e) that occurred before

1970.

Ae meaeured by chlldreo ever boro per roman aged L5-44 lrr 1960'

Table 3 ehows thet the baby boom rae gnalleet 1o the Mlddl'e {tlantic

region (1.54 children Per sooan) and largeet I'n the llountalfl etates

(1.99 chLldren per wonan). Such hlstorlcal dlfferentlals ln fqrtlllty

have ao lmpact on household growth ratea becauee they affect ithe age

atructure of the populatloo. Those regtoae wlth hlgher fertlllty

level-s w111 eveotually have uore young adulte. Since there le a lag

of about 20 yeare before fertlllty ehlfts have thelr greatest Lnpact

on houeehold foroatlon, the 24.L Percent lncrease ln the arFnber of

chlldren ever born Per uoman durlog the 1950s dld not have a stgoifl-

cant lmpact untll Ehe 1970e.

Durl.ng the decade 1960-1970, the Dumber of chlldren e'rer born

deellaed by 8.3 percent, a decreage that 1111 reduce householid growth

lu the 1980e. The oaJor lnpact of the baby bust on oet aew $oueehold

fonuatl.on y111 uot cooe uatll the 1990a, hovever, shen the effects of

the 20.8 perceot overall decltae la chlldreu ever bora 'dUrlog the

1970e will appear 10 the elze of the youag adult populatloo.
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Table 3

Children Ever Born Per 1000 Women Age 15-44

1950, 1960, 1970 and 1980

Children Ever Born Rate of Change

1950 1960 1970 1980 1950-60 1950-7A 1970-80Census Divisions

Nm England

East North Central

West North Central

l{id Atlantic

Soutlt Atlantic

East South Central

l{est South Central

Mountain

Pacific

SOTAL U.S.

L,332 1,688

1r 380 L t79O

Lr448 L,897

1,181 L,542

I,445 1,731

L,675 lrglg

1,619 L,932

L,622 L,987

1r403 1 r860

L1468 It827

1r610 L,2rO

L,678 1,336

L,757 1,341

1,510 I ,2I2

L,597 L,2?5

L 1716 L ,422

1r733 r,448

L,769 I,42O

L,648 L t27L

L,675 L,326

26.7

29.7

31.1

30. 6

19. I

L4.6

19. 3

22.5

28.2

24.I

-4.6

-o. J

-7 .4

-2.I
11

-10. 6

-]n ?

-11. 0

-11.4

-8. 3

-24,8

-20,3

-23.7

-t9.7

-I7.t

-L6.4

-22e

-ru.o

Source: Census of Population and Households, 1950 to 1980, various tables.
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Sooewhat paradorlcally, the Etatee that 1111 experience ther least

effecte of the baby buet durlng the 1980e are ln reglone slth ltradt-

tlonally 1ow fertlllty, uaoely the ltlddle Atlantic and l{ew $ngland

states. Becauee the average chlldbearlng age of womeo 1o theeeietates

le older, the baby boom ended later (8nd therefore the baby buaf began

later) ln theee reglons than lu other parts of the country' iln the

1990s, hovever, the age structure ln the8e reglons 1111 ehlft pu8t aB

lt has throughout the reet of the aatloo.

The leeeon that le clear frou the data ln lable 3 te thati trends

ln fertiLlty predate trende ln the alze of the populatlon 1 lu the

houeehold fornatLon age groupa by about 20 years. Thls fact allows us

to look 20 years lnto the future to Judge the dlrectloo and 4pproxl-

oD t{ojected

For the couutry aB a uhole, the nlgratlon factor, l'€'1 forelgn

Lmlgratlou aod the net redletributloo of populatlon from I'iower to

hlgher headshtp regions, contrlbuted only 4.4 percent to net hfusehold

growth over the decade. Betreeu 1970 and 1980, the ProPorttoP of the

populattou over the age of 15 llvlug lu the four froetbelt d['visLons

(New England, East North ceotral, Weet North central, an4 l{tddle

Atlaotlc) fell frou 52.1 perceat of the total to 47.9 Perce+t' Be-

cauBe the sunbelt reglona, partlcularly the Paclfle, had hig\er head-

ahlp rafes for unattached tndlvtduale, thls ehtft contrib'uted to a net

lncreaee Ln householde for t'he natloo.

For lndlvidual reglone, hwever, populatlon redlatrtbutipn had

uuch strooger lupact on'the totel ouober of householde. Ae Flgure

mate strength of treods lu the age Etructure factor

household grosth.

The Mlgratlon Factor

a

5
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lllustrated, nigration accouoted for a substantlal galn ln new houee-

holde in the eunbelt and a loss 1o the frostbelt. For the Uountaln

States, the nlgratl.on factor lnduced almoet as much of the loerease ln.

bousehold growth as the age structure and household fornatLon factors

coubined. The East North ceotral and lttddle Atlantl.c dlvl.sioae suf-

fered loeaeg of householde totallng over 1.4 nllllon, or as much as

the gata ln uen households experienced ln the South Atlantlc regl'oa.

Not ooly does the nLgratlon factor vary across reglons, but it

aleo varl.es over tlme. During the 1950s, for example, the East North

Central aad l,tlddle Atlantlc divl.slons galned uew houeeholds through

rdgratlooi by the 1970e, though, thle trend had reversed ltself'

These changes cuggest that the nain aource of errors ln forecastlng

the oumber of householde for eubnatlooal areas over ooe or two decades

ie lu aBsumptLoos about mlgratlon

Ifheu aualyzLng changlog numbers of households at the state level'

the degree of varlablllty Ln the mlgratlon fector lncreases stlll fur-

ther. Even withln reg|ons, some states gain whll'e others loee house-

holds. The uLgratlon factor durl.ng the 1970s for New England as a

whole, for example, Lnduced a modest decllne of 1.31000 !n the total

nuober of houaeholds. wlthln the regloo, however, New llanpshire

galaed 47rO0O households from the nl.gratlon factor whlLe Massachusetts

lost 651000. Ia the South Atlantlc tegLon, the Distrlct of Colunbla

lost 611000 hougeholde due to ml.gratLon (23 Percent of lte L97O

total), rblle Florlda galned 1.1 nlLllon (alnoet 50 Pereent of its

1970 total). Although ulgration effecte have generally beea secondary

to age atructure effect8 iu aceountltrg for chaoge ln the total number
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of houeeholde, aotable ercePtlous erlst

Appeadl: A).

The Eougehold Fornatlon Fector

Llke the age structure factor, the houeehold foruatlon facfor dld

Dot exhlblt nearly aa nuch reglonal varlatloo a8 the nigratlon factor

during the 1970e. Sl.nce stullar treads la fanlly fornatloo an[ head-

shlp over the decade aPply to all regioua, the household fonoatlon

factor produced a falrly uoiform pattern of household growth across

the country. The region that experlenced the eoalle8t average growth

la householde due to the houeehold fornatloo factor (the Paclfic) was

aleo the regl,on that experlenced the largeet tncreaee in the fractlon

of each age group that wa8 never narrled becauee of falllag darrlage

rates. Because the uarltal Btatus and headehlp couPoueuts of the

household fornatlon factor are both large and of oppoelte sigp, how-

ever, they deeerve separate dlscuBslon.

Trende ln marltal etatue. Betseen 1970 aod 1980, the total PoPu-

latlon over the age of 15 lncreased by 20 percent. If narrlage rates

rernaiaed at 1970 levels, both the never narrled and the cdrrently

uarrled populatl.ons would have grora by approxloately thls sane atllount

becauee of the changlng populatloa baee. Ag Table 4 lndicatee' hos-

eyer, tbe number of aever narrled lodivlduala lncreaeed by 36 percent

over the decade while the nuuber of thoee currently narried l{creaeed

by only 13 percent. Thla shlft occurred becauae ferer peopLe choBe to

parry and thoee that did, larrLed et older ages. Thoee reglonf of the

country that lost eorc of thelr baby-boo cohort through nigrafton had

the loweet grofth lo both never aod curreotly rarrled lndLvtdpala due

to a shift Ln the populatloa b88e. Thoge areaa that galned nlSraote--

1o alnost evelT regl$o (eee
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especlally the South AtlantLc, l{ou1taln' aud Paclf|c'teglons--Eot only

e:perleoced a greater thao average lncreaee lo the absolute aunber of

[everDarrl'edabuta18oah1gherthanaverage1ncrease1athe@

of the populatl.on renalnlng elogle.

Ln coublaatlou, then, the thlftlag popul.atlon base and changing

narriage rateg ln reglone recelvlng migrants oeant a groltth In the

Dever uarrled populatlon at rates far above the Datlotral- average'

$trereas the ornber of Dever uarrted adulte rose 36 percent over the

decade lu the Datl.or aa a whole, thls population grouP grew by 45

percent ln the south Atlaotlc region, 64 Percent I'n the Mountaln

reglon, auit 52 percent Ln the Paclfic regLon. Even the three regions

wlth the least change ln the fractlon slngle (the rnore rural and more

tradltlonal lfeet North central, East South central, aud l{est south

Central states) sti1l experienced slgniflcant overalL growth ln the

slze of the never nbrrleil populatLon because of the shift ln the poPu-

latloo base.

The largest lncrease ln a particular narltal category ltas among

the foruerly uarrled, 1.e., those who are dlvorced, l-egally separated,

or have an absent spouse. For the U'S' as a whole, a 44 percent in-

crease occurred ln the nr:mber of the fornerly narried, with changes ln

the populatloa baee and Ln narrlage dlstrlbutlon rate6 each accounting

for about half of the total growth. Wtrlle the frostbelt reglons dls-

played the greetest lacreaee ln the share foruerly marrled, the sun-

belt reglons (Ytth the exceptloa of the UountaLn states) experienced

the least lacrease. Although lt ls not iomedlately aPParent why rates

of'rarltal dlssolutloo thould epllt along thls geographic llne, lt I's

llkely that narltal dtrseolutl.oa ls Jue.t another lndl'cator of the


